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Enrollment decline
continues, college
awaits stability
» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS EDITOR

enrollment fell 10 percent
from last fall, marking the ninth consecutive year
of declining numbers.
The 7,312 students enrolled this fall, including both graduate and undergraduate programs,
is 808 fewer than fall 2016’s 8,120 student
enrollment, according to the college’s Fall 2017
Enrollment Report.
The drop was almost exactly what college administration predicted it would be last year, Senior
Vice President and Provost Stan Wearden said.
The college’s budget, which was updated in spring
2017, did not require large adjustments because of
this prediction, he noted.
Wearden said throughout the school year
he will be working with various college deans
and chairs to begin developing a timeline of
enrollment stabilization.
“We’re trying to map out, given our current
resources, our space, faculty, staff, [and] the
number of students we can effectively educate
here,” Wearden said. “And if we think we can
grow some programs, what resources do we need
in order to grow them? We are really looking for
a number of students that makes sense for us,
that is sustainable for us as a college.”

COLUMBIA’S FALL 2017

SEE ENROLLMENT PAGE 3
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semester tuition—are frankly a joke.
There are no openings in the Counseling
Services for months, with the only available appointments for emergency counseling. The staff in the Health Center is
likely to prescribe bed rest and DayQuil
for a sinus infection. Student organizations’ budgets are being slashed.
If Columbia is going to embrace being
a smaller school, it has to offer the qualities of one. If it is going to be charging
more than $25,000 a year, then something’s got to give.
Part of the reason all these students
are leaving each and every semester is
that they don’t think they are getting 25
grand’s worth of education at Columbia,
and they’re not completely wrong.
The thing that drew me to Columbia is
also the only thing keeping me here: The
Chronicle. And even we are holding on by
the skin of our teeth to everything that
keeps us running, winning awards and
propelling students into their industry.
At this point, it doesn’t matter how
many students drop out because they got
job offers, or how many students are super
happy with their degrees, or how many
graduates have fond memories from their
education 15 years ago. What matters
is that we don’t have the student body
to keep running without making these
major changes. But these changes are taking us further away from the school some
of us thought we were applying to.
But hey, maybe the nearly
$700,000 rebranding campaign from
fall 2016 will help bring students
here. Or maybe the upcoming $50
million student center will be enough
to keep students from jumping ship.
If not, there’s always the option to
keep merging departments and programs until there’s just a singular
big one.
zeitel@columbiachronicle.com

o no one’s surprise, Columbia’s
enrollment numbers dropped
again, and it’s getting really hard
to make such a repetitive story both editorially and visually unique and interesting.
Beyond the hardship The Chronicle
faces in keeping its readers interested
in the same old same old every semester,
Columbia is losing students at a rate that
doesn’t seem to be slowing. Even the
administration predicted a loss of this
size, so at least they weren’t completely
blindsided, as reported on the Front Page.
In the seven semesters I’ve been a
student here, the college’s enrollment has
dropped by 2,130—nearly a third of its
current student body. In such a sprawling
city campus without a central location for
students—at least until the all-important
student center is built—it’s hard to tell
these students are gone. But this absence
of students shows most in the changes to
the school—cuts made under the guise of
bettering students’ experiences.
There are benefits to having a smaller
student body. Smaller classes let professors get to know their students.
Curriculum can be tailored to the specific
students who are here rather than 50,000
students with various interests. There
is less crowding of resources, so each
student can utilize the college extras they
pay large fees for.
Except, none of those things are true at
Columbia anymore.
Though official class sizes are typically
limited to 15–25 students, so students can
grow connections and receive personalized attention, many are actually over
capacity. Out of all of Columbia’s courses,
exactly 100 are over capacity by anywhere
from one to seven students, according to
the fall 2017 course catalog. That’s more
than 150 students total who are being
stuffed into classrooms they aren’t technically supposed to fit in.
Exciting classes and programs that
oftentimes are what draw students to
Columbia in the first place are being
reworked, causing this private liberal
arts college to resemble a large state
school more and more with each change.
The on-campus resources—some
provided by the required fees paid with
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ENROLLMENT, FROM FRONT

Wearden said the college’s Strategic
Plan—established in 2015—was in part
created because of its enrollment trends.
Although it is only two years in, several
goals have already been reached, including revamped admissions and enrollment
strategies, increased connections with
community colleges and creation of the
Office of Global Education, he noted.
“The things we are implementing are
designed to improve the quality of the institution, which is already a great institution, and
also to turn this enrollment picture around,”
Wearden said. “We are seeing evidence that
that is beginning to happen although we are
only two years into plan implementation.”
Jeff Meece, associate vice president of
Enrollment Management, said evidence
that the college’s enrollment is getting closer
to stabilizing can be found in the lower percentage of enrollment drops among freshman and an increase in transfer students.
Freshman enrollment fell by 122 from
1,555 in fall 2016 to 1,443 in fall 2017. It fell

» GRAPHICS AMELIA DETWILER/CHRONICLE

by 250 from fall 2015 to fall 2016—1,805 to
1,555—and dropped by 15 students from
fall 2014 to fall 2015—from 1,820 to 1,805,
according to the report.
Full-time transfer students rose from
614 in 2016 to 671 in 2017, while part-time
transfer students were halved from 64 to
32. International student enrollment also
increased to 384 from 344, and international student enrollment more than doubled from 129 in 2008, the report stated.
“[Because of] the work we have been
doing in admissions, in particular with
reorganization and redefining scope and
job, we have started to see some of these
indicators over the last spring term and
that same progress continues,” Meece said.
The School of the Fine and Performing
Arts lost 11.2 percent of enrollment
from 2016 to 2017, losing 436 students.
Enrollment for The School of Liberal Arts
and Sciences dropped 13.4 percent, losing
68 of 508 students. The School of Media
Arts lost the least at 7.5 percent, or 239
students fewer than the 3,169 students it

2016–2017: -10%

TOTAL ENROLLMENT FROM FALL 2016– FALL 2017 (-808 STUDENTS)
had last year. Students not majoring in a
specific department also dropped by 39,
a 16 percent loss, according to the report.
Out of the college’s 19 undergraduate
programs, 11 lost at least 10 percent
of the students they had last year. Of
those 11, five lost more than 20 percent.
Departments that reported sizable
drops from 2016 include the Art and Art
History Department, 35 lost out of 139;
the Education Department, 10 out of 41;
and the Radio Department, 16 out of 68.
The Science and Math Department is also
down to six students, three fewer than its
previous nine, according to the report.
President and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim’s
Chief of Staff Laurent Pernot said although
the college’s enrollment is important
because it affects finances, it is not the

only indicator of institutional health.
Graduation rates, which rose from 41 percent to 44 percent over the past year, also
play an important role in interpreting the
college’s standing.
Pernot added that there are fixed
costs associated with maintaining the
college, like heating buildings, and
smaller enrollment can mean less
spending and more creative means of
utilizing resources.
“While people have had to be creative
[with the budget] and it is often a difficult exercise, it is often a good exercise
because you end up being forced to look
at new ways of doing things that you
may not have explored,” Pernot said.
“When things stay the same, you end
up doing the same thing.”
ccarynski@columbiachronicle.com
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» MOLLY WALSH
CAMPUS REPORTER

new people and ideas. “If the environment that someone is moving
into is a supportive space, that
might be a positive thing for people.
If it’s less supportive, that might
be a harder transition,” Roy said.
“Individual experiences play into
that as well.

LE
T R I CK C A SE Y/CH RO NI C
» PA

ON NATIONAL COMING Out Day
Oct. 11, junior advertising major
Maddie LeCompte came out as
pansexual—not limited in sexual
attraction with regard to biological sex, gender or gender identity—
via Twitter.
LeCompte said the independence of living on your own and
experimenting in college allows
people to be more introspective
and find their true identity.
“When I came to Columbia, it
was a whole new world,” LeCompte
said. “Everywhere I went, everybody was basically gay. Just being
in the city really let me know how
many gay people there were.”
LeCompte said some of her
friends were aware of her sexuality, but everyone else, including

her mom, would find out from her
twitter account.
October became known as
LGBTQ History Month after a
group of education-based organizations nationwide designated
it in 1994, according to the
Library of Congress.
Forty-two percent of
LGBTQ youth ages 13–17
say the community they
live in is not accepting
of LGBTQ individuals,
according to the Human
Rights Campaign—a civil
rights organization working to achieve equality for
the LGBTQ community.
Amanda Roy, an assistant psychology professor
at the University of Illinois
at Chicago, said college is
a period of identity development because of exposure to

said Columbia provides multiple
platforms allowing students to validate and celebrate their sexual and
gender identity at various events
and organizations on campus.
“As a college student, you are
starting to be considered an adult,”
Becerra-Ramirez said. “You have
the liberty to make your own
choices, and it unintentionally
builds your identity, and being able
to come out is a huge part of that.”
Becerra-Ramirez said being an
LGBTQ community advocate is
beneficial in helping other people
come out and talk about their sexual identity or gender.
Berry said finding someone with
whom you can have an honest conversation that will make you
feel accepted and comfortable
is helpful when discussing
their identity.
“There are so many more
sexuality and gender identities than you can even imagine.
Finding the one that fits you is
really great,” Berry said. “It’s
good to be able to say that ‘This
is me.’”
mwalsh@columbiachronicle.com

Coming out in College: finding
comfort on campus

Some people may have different
support networks or individual
characteristics that make a transition or new environment easier
to adapt to versus others.”
Sophomore cinema and television arts major Emma Berry said
they used to identify as heterosexual and cisgender—identifying
with the gender assigned at birth—
but attending Columbia made it
easier for them to affirm their
identity as genderfluid, asexual
and panromantic because there
were people they related to.
Berry first came out to their
mother, who was understanding
and accepting. However, when
Berry came out to their conservative father he was upset that he
would never have grandchildren.
Berry has not had a conversation
with their father since November
2016, they said.
“I’m really happier being out
and not trying to hide who I am,”
Berry said.
Rogelio Becerra-Ramirez,
coordinator of Student
Engagement and Diversity,

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue

Music

Department

Events

Wednesday October 18
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series
at the Conaway
Classical Guitarist Norman Ruiz in Concert

12:00 pm
7:00 pm

Friday October 20
WFMT Celebrates Fiesta's 5th Anniversary 7:00 pm
Featuring: Fareed Haque, Susan Merdinger,
and Kaia String Quartet
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PIZZA....FOOTLONG SUBS.....SALADS

THIN CRUST 3.99 EA.

• cheese
• Italian sausage
• pepperoni
• art’s special: Italian sausage, mushroom,
green pepper, onion

PAN CRUST 4.49 EA.

• cheese
• Italian sausage
• pepperoni
• art’s special: Italian sausage, mushroom,
green pepper, onion

• cheese

STUFFED CRUST 4.99 EA.

• Italian sausage
• pepperoni
• Italian sausage & pepperoni
• meaty: bacon ground beef,
Italian sausage, pepperoni,
roast beef

• spinach, mushroom, & onion
• spinach, mushroom
• art’s special: Italian sausage,
mushroom, green pepper,
onion

312-877-5335

727 S. State Street • Chicago, IL 60605
www.ARTOFPIZZAONSTATE.COM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING AT 11 AM!

Orders Taken As Early As 9:30 am• Last Order Taken 30 Minutes Before Closing
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“MONUMENAL VOID” AT the college’s

Sculpture Garden is designed
to generate conversations about
public monuments and their
importance to American society.
The exhibit is part of the annual
Terrain Biennial, an international art exhibition, presented
by Terrain Exhibitions, which
was founded in 2011 by Art and
Art History professor Sabina Ott
and author John Paulett. The exhibition repurposes private spaces,
such as front yards and balconies,
into public art spaces.
Located in the Sculpture Garden
at South Wabash Avenue and East
11th Street, the exhibit contains
three different space alterations
created by Alberto Aguilar, who
conceived “Monumental Void”
and is an art instructor at Harold
Washington College. Alterations

Hannah Jeffries, studio art student at Harold Washington College, said she
enjoyed her time transporting and pasting photographs to the rocks in the exhibit.

include covering the garden’s
existing sculptures and placing
stones and a banner that reads
“Nothing but our current action
marks this site.”
The exhibit, which opened Oct.
1, will stay on display until May
2018, according to Melissa Potter,
curator of the exhibit, and associate professor in the Art and Art
History Department.
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From the start of his project on
Sept. 25, Aguilar said he always
intended to cover up the existing
statues, and developing these ideas
was the most challenging aspect of
the artistic process.
Aguilar said the reason for doing
so was to encourage questions and
leave it open to interpretation,
including references to issues with
monuments nationwide.

“Even with the wording
‘Monumental Void,’ to void out
information, that was my intention,” Aguilar said. “It seems like
people are responding to it.”
Potter said the discussion about
monuments is important and a
wide social concern.
“Any engagement with the idea
of alternative monuments and
questioning [them] is some of the
most exciting areas of study you
can think of right now,” Potter said.
“[Aguilar] hit that moment perfectly with the debate that’s happening here in this country around
who defines the public space.”
Potter said she selected Aguilar
to create the exhibit after he
expressed interest in working
in the space and because of his
important presence in Chicago art,
which includes other exhibitions
throughout his career.
Aguilar said he incorporated his
students from Harold Washington
College by photographing them
with paint on their faces and
then wheat-pasting the photos to
stones which were taken from the
demolished Papermaker’s Garden,

located on 754 S. Wabash Ave.
Hannah Jeffries, a studio art
student at Harold Washington
College, said it was an interesting
project to work on during her
drawing class time.
“It felt intimate and personal as
well,” Jeffries said. “It’s like you’re
being a part of nature almost
because there’s dirt everywhere,
and you just have to care and tend
for the things that we take for
granted like the rock.”
Selena Ingram, first year graduate student in the interdisciplinary
book and paper program and assistant to Aguilar, said she enjoyed
helping students in the classroom
and Aguilar in the project.
“The biggest thing I want
[viewers] to take away is a feeling of contemplation, between
the covered monuments and
the faces on the stones, and
then [Aguilar’s banner] that
goes along the fence around
it,” Ingram said. “It kind of is
calling into question monuments, how we think about
public spaces, and how we
move through them every day.”

odeloian@columbiachronicle.com

» OLIVIA DELOIAN
CAMPUS REPORTER

» MACKENZIE CROSSON/CHRONICLE

Artist takes ‘Monumental’ step in
creating public art

AN EXHIBIT HOSTED by the Columbia
Library titled “Chicago Against
Apartheid” showcases college
archive collections of social organizations fighting against the
South African apartheid regime
from the 1970s–1990s.
The National Party was an allwhite government in South Africa
that came into power in 1948 and
enforced extreme racial segregation under a system of legislation
called apartheid. Under this,
people of color were not allowed
to vote and were forced into horrible living situations, according
to Kelsey O’Connell, associate
archivist in the Library.
The exhibit is located on
the Library’s fifth floor, 624 S.
Michigan Ave., and will run
throughout the fall semester.
Students will be able to look

at photographs and posters of
Chicago protesters of South
African apartheid.
O’Connell curated the exhibit to
coincide with the African Studies
Association Conference—the largest conference for people who teach
African studies—that will be held
in Chicago in November, according
to Heidi Marshall, head of College
Archives and Special Collections.
O’Connell said Chicago’s
anti-apartheid movement was
connected to Columbia during
that time because several faculty
members joined organizations to
oppose apartheid.
“We curated the exhibit to
highlight several Chicagoans
working to help end this political
system,” O’Connell said. “A couple
of them have taught at the college
or worked at the college.”
Prexy Nesbitt, adjunct professor
in the Humanities, History and
Social Sciences Department, said

Ideally located at the heart of
historic Printer’s Row sits Hotel
Blake, a boutique Chicago Hotel.
Whether you visit Chicago for business
or pleasure, Hotel Blake offers upscale
Chicago Accommodations along with
impeccable service.

Kelsey O’Connell, associate archivist in the Library, said several faculty members
were involved in some of the same apartheid-opposing social organizations
featured in “Chicago Against Apartheid.”

about current activist movements,
such as Black Lives Matter and the
NFL protests.
“[Modern protests] didn’t come
out of nowhere, they come because
they’re connected to the struggles
and engagement people have had
in the past,” Nesbitt said. “This
exhibit helps us learn about that
engagement, particularly about the
need we have to deal with race in
this country.”
This exhibit is also meant
to show students the various

resources and materials available
to help them with their studies,
O’Connell said.
“There aren’t a lot of people at the school who know
we have this collection and
what’s important is to get it to
[students],” Marshall said, “to
the next generation of people
that need to know about this.
It is a collection that really
helps take a look at what
a protest looks like before
the internet.”
tbrubaker@columbiachronicle.com

» TESSA BRUBAKER
CAMPUS REPORTER

he participated in several organizations nationwide such as
Coalition for Illinois’ Divestment
from South Africa. Some of his
work is archived in the collection.
Nesbitt said he illegally crossed
into South Africa twice to fight
against the government because
it was illegal to enter the country
during the regime.
“We were taking in mattresses
filled up with propaganda against
the apartheid regime, leaflets and
flyers,” Nesbitt said. “I then went in
once illegally via another country
and had to come out dressed as a
nun so as to avoid capture.”
O’Connell said it is important
for students to understand this
part of history so they can learn
from the past and prevent similar
problems in the future.
“Columbia students will be able
to understand the cultural significance and understand that our
actions every day play a part in our
cultural memory and our history,”
O’Connell said. “What choices we
make now may impact our future.”
Nesbitt said the collection is also
an excellent way to teach students

» KEVIN TIONGSON/CHRONICLE

Library hosts exhibit on
battle against apartheid

campus

When making reservations,
mention the Columbia College
Friends and Family rate for
special discounts and offers.
To Reserve Call: 312.986.1234
Or Visit: www.hotelblake.com
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» OLIVIA DELOIAN
CAMPUS REPORTER
THE COLLEGE’S GREEN Roots
Club and Vegan Club have come
together to host a fundraiser talent
show Oct. 19 for the National
Resources Defense Council and to
spread environmental awareness.
Anika Chamberlain, Green
Roots Club vice president and
sophomore audio arts and
acoustics major, said they were
looking for ways to get students
involved. The clubs were organized
in Spring 2017 and wanted to raise
money for environmental causes.
Scott Strom, president of Green
Roots Club and sophomore theatre major, said the group chose to
donate to the National Resources
Defense Council, an environmental rights group, because of
its opposition to climate change.

“Green Roots Club is trying to
affect change locally, and talking
about important climate [and]
environmental issues,” Strom said.
“We want to focus on things we can
do inside the city.”
Strom said the event’s first half,
which will be held in the HAUS,
at 623 S. Wabash Ave., is a talent
show, while the second half is open
to students who want to perform
without competing.
Chamberlain said the fundraiser
will also include organic popcorn
and cotton candy sales, funded
by the Student Organization
Council, and vegan baked goods
with recipe cards made fresh by
the Vegan Club. Proceeds will then
be donated to the NRDC.
Vegan Club President Erica
Blanco, sophomore business and
entrepreneurship major, said the
two clubs decided to collaborate

T T
T
T
T
Call for T
Artists
ShopColumbia is accepting artist submissions
for ShopColumbia’s 9th Annual Holiday Market

The Holiday Market is ShopColumbia’s busiest sales season with
hundreds of customers shopping for unique, one-of-a-kind gifts.
Apply today to start selling with ShopColumbia.

about the environment, physical
and mental health and living as
close you can [to] vegan or vegetarian lifestyle,” Blanco said. “We
want to spread the message that

following the lifestyle as closely
as you can does—in the long run—
help you and the planet.”
Chamberlain said it is great
teaming up with the Vegan Club
and discussing the many environmental benefits of vegan and
vegetarian diets.
“It’s cool that we can have both
these clubs that are [strongly]
environmental-based and trying to help the environment in
pretty different ways, but we can
[still] team up and work together,”
Chamberlain said.
There is also a chance to win
a $5 gift certificate to Native
Foods Café, a local vegan restaurant, if students arrive early to
the event in Halloween costumes. Chamberlain said she
encourages students to come
and perform at the fundraiser
because it will not only be a
fun event but the proceeds are
also being donated to a good
organizational cause.
“I am excited to hear different people perform and [also]
raise some money for a good
cause,” Chamberlain said.
odeloian@columbiachronicle.com

Clubs collaborate
to grow funds

because both groups are strongly
environmental-based, and share
the same ideals.
“[Vegan Club] strives to spread
awareness on campus about caring

» AMELIA DETWILER/CHRONICLE
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Save the Date:

ShopColumbia’s 9th
Annual Holiday Market
NOV. 27 - DEC. 22, 2017
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FAKE SHORE DRIVE
10TH ANNIVERSARY
TEE GRIZZLEY
+SPECIAL GUESTS

PORTAGE
THEATER
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» TESSA BRUBAKER
CAMPUS REPORTER
COLUMBIA’S FACULT Y SENATE

» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE

discussed what the college’s
shrinking enrollment means to
its overall revenue and student
experience at its Oct. 13 meeting.
During the meeting, held at
Stage Two, 618 S. Michigan Ave.,

Jerry Tarrer, senior vice president
of Business Affairs and CFO and
Stan Wearden, senior vice president and provost, presented details
of the college’s 2017–2018 budget
and how the administration plans
to improve finances.
Tarrer said based on a performance formula used by colleges and the Higher Learning

Commission accrediting agency,
Columbia still has a strong financial standing despite the drop in
student enrollment. The fiscal
numbers for fall 2017 show about
$196 million in revenue and a $6
million budget shortfall.
“Columbia, like most private
institutions, relies on tuition
revenue so any enrollment is
going to create a ripple effect
throughout the college, and that’s
just the reality,” Tarrer said.
“In my perspective, we’re still
relatively strong.”

» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE

Senior Vice President and Provost Stan Wearden (left) and Senior Vice President of Business Affairs and CFO Jerry Tarrer
discussed during the Oct. 13 faculty senate meeting how the decrease in college revenue will affect students and faculty.
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Despite Columbia’s good standing, the financial analysis suggests
it still needs to consider transforming certain aspects to prevent
it from losing its competitive edge,
according to Tarrer.
“We know the cuts we’ve experienced recently are not sustainable,
we have to do things differently,”
Tarrer said. “Today, yes, we’re
still strong and viable. We want
to remain that way.”
Tarrer said the administration
have not decided what will do with
the proceeds from the sale of certain Columbia buildings like the
University Center and Plymouth
Court. However, he said he wants
most of the proceeds to go toward
bettering the student experience,
including the construction of the
new student center. This is slated
to be completed in late 2018, as
reported May 8 by The Chronicle.
“We haven’t fully fleshed out
exactly what to do with all the
proceeds, but one of the things
that I’m committed to is to putting those proceeds back into the
student experience,” Tarrer said.
“Whether it’s something like the

student center or more fixed classroom space.”
Several faculty members questioned how the student center construction will improve the college
and its enrollment.
Wearden said a survey was
given to people who chose not to
attend Columbia about why they
picked an alternative. Students
chose not to attend because they
wanted a more centralized location for social interaction and
other reasons, he said.
Wearden said the college will be
working harder than ever to push
the name and image of Columbia
out into the world in order to
improve student enrollment and
engagement. Columbia’s social
media platforms will be used
more often in order to share
success stories, he added.
“We are keenly aware we are
not getting our message out and
Dr. Kim has ordered an intense
focus on getting the story of
Columbia out there,” Wearden
said, “which means getting the
story of faculty out, means telling
the story of successful alumni.”

tbrubaker@columbiachronicle.com

College budget discussed
during Faculty Senate

campus

HERE TO HIRE
FASHION COMPANIES
Fashion professionals from a variety of companies will
be on campus to meet you and review your resume for
full-time, part-time, and internship positions.
Printed resumes required. Peer Coaches are available
Monday–Friday 10am-3pm for resume assistance.

O C T O B E R 1 9 , 2 0 17
11AM–2PM
HAUS
623 S WABASH
F IRS T F L O O R
REGISTER ON :
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Andrew W.K. discusses his album and partying hard » page 18

‘Changing Youth’ one cent at a time
WHILE ON VACATION in Florida three years
ago, 10-year-old Ava Santos-Volpe stumbled upon a yellow parking meter that was
dedicated to provide help to the homeless.
After Tracy Baim, Windy City Times
publisher and executive director and
LGBTQ advocate, visited her fifth grade
class to discuss her work with youth homelessness, the discussion inspired SantosVolpe to create her own art project to make
a difference.

raise awareness of youth homelessness and
the LGBTQ community by re-purposing
the meters to hold donations. The money
raised will go to the AIDS Foundation of
Chicago, according to Santos-Volpe.
“Forty percent of homeless youths identify as [LGBTQ], and that was something
that was really important to me,” SantosVolpe, now 13, said.
The first decorated meter was installed
Oct. 11, at Women & Children First
Bookstore, 5233 N. Clark St., during
Andersonville Arts Week. The installation
is movable to comply with city permits.

A lot of them felt empowered to be
working on a piece of art, so they could
share their story.

THERESA VOLPE

David Oakes, who is on Andersonville’s
Chamber of Commerce for business services, helped arrange the project’s display
during Arts Week. He said homeless shelters house a large number of children, many
of whom identify as LGBTQ.

» PHOTOS MONICA WESTLAKE/ CHRONICLE

As the daughter of two women, SantosVolpe founded Ava’s Change4Youth program seven months later—a part of Pride
Action Tank, a program that is part of the
AIDS Foundation of Chicago—which decorates city-abandoned parking meters to

“There’s a lot of homelessness [within
the LGBTQ community] because some
come from homes that do not wish to have
an LGBTQ child within the household, or
[LGBTQ youth] feel like they’re misunderstood or need to get out of a really bad
situation,” Oakes said.
Lynn Mooney, co-owner of Women
& Children First Bookstore, said she
wanted to help when she learned about
Ava’s Change4Youth project at the Chicago
Equality Rally over the summer, so she
offered to have the first meter at her feminist business during Arts Week.
“We worry that some other fundamental
problems in our society are just not getting
attention right now,” Mooney said, noting
her store is committed to local activism.
“People think, ‘Oh, we’ve got gay marriage
now; there has been so much progress.
We don’t need to focus our attention on
these communities anymore.’ The reality
couldn’t be further from the truth.”
The program also is launching a project for homelessness that creates small,
house-shaped donation boxes decorated
by young mothers and youth living in shelters. The boxes will be displayed in various
businesses throughout the Chicago area,

Ava’s Change4Youth program, founded by 13-year-old Ava Santos-Volpe, was inspired by a vacation to Florida where she saw a yellow parking meter dedicated to people experiencing homelessness and wanted to help out.

The coins collected in the meters go toward
the AIDS Foundation of Chicago, according to
Santos-Volpe.

according to Theresa Volpe, one of SantosVolpe’s mothers.
Volpe recalled when one of the young
mothers at the shelters wanted to paint a
night sky, train tracks leading into a room
with a bed to represent her time as homeless and riding the train with her baby in
the middle of the night with nowhere to go.
Thanks to the shelter, the young mother
and her child now have a place to call home.
“We saw how this little activity helped
her have this outlet and explain what this
journey is like,” Volpe said. “A lot of them
felt empowered to be working on a piece of
art, so they could share their story.”
Although there are similar donation
methods nationwide, Ava’s Change4Youth
is unique because it involves teens experiencing unstable housing situations and
homelessness through the program and
various donation projects, Volpe said.
Santos-Volpe said she had observed
activism and social justice issues throughout her life. One example she recalled was
her moms being a part of the marriage
equality case in Illinois, so she felt like
she needed to do the project because it
was important to not only her but also
to her family.
“I really hope it not only helps the
youth, but also raises awareness,”
Santos-Volpe said, “so that not only
is it changing their lives, but it’s also
changing other people’s, and it’s making them more aware and more obligated to help.”

kvilliesse@columbiachronicle.com

» KENDRAH VILLIESSE
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
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Wednesday, Oct. 18
KESHA
Aragon Ballroom
1106 W. Lawrence Ave.
7 p.m.
$102

» ARIANA PORTALATIN
MANAGING EDITOR

Eminem gives fans a necessary
ultimatum in anti-Trump rap

A
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reported as having higher Trump
approval ratings during the first half
of 2017.
However, there is a problem with the
amount of attention Eminem gets for
attacking Trump’s actions when black
musicians and artists have done the
same without as much support. While
many celebrities are praised for using
their platform to promote change and
make an impact, they are often condemned for doing so because they are
unfairly deemed unqualified to speak
on everyday social issues. For example,
while some praised Beyoncé’s 2016 Super
Bowl performance supporting Black
Lives Matter and the Black Panthers,
it was also labeled as anti-police and
severely criticized.
“For a girl who grew up in a privileged,
wealthy family, she has no business pandering to those who didn’t,” one woman
wrote in a Facebook post.
Eminem has always been known
for his bold, expressive and oftentimes
controversial song lyrics. He has never
been afraid of taking strong stands, and
this time is no different. Although he is
likely safe from the pushback other
artists get for doing the same thing,
the fact that he took the risk of losing
even a small number of fans to spread
his message proves how important
the issues are to him. Monetary and
supportive losses do not supercede
the moral burden of not speaking out.
Eminem rightfully used his platform
to spread an important message:
Trump’s actions are out of line and
should not be tolerated on any level.

Wednesday, Oct. 18

BRAND NEW

IMAGINE DRAGONS

Aragon Ballroom
1106 W. Lawrence Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$58

United Center
1901 W. Madison St.
7:30 p.m.
$63–$393

Tuesday, Oct. 17

aportalatin@columbiachronicle.com

t the Oct. 6 BET Hip Hop Awards,
rapper and actor Eminem delivered
a fierce attack on President Donald
Trump, unleashing on the president’s controversial tactics while also giving his fans
who support Trump a very important and
necessary ultimatum: Be an Eminem or
Trump fan, but not both.
The four-minute freestyle, called “The
Storm,” involved the rapper attacking
the president’s comments following the
white supremacist rally in Charlottesville,
Virginia, and his position against the NFL
protests. He predicts Trump will start a
nuclear holocaust, and criticized Trump’s
inaction on gun reform following the Las
Vegas shooting and lack of proper assistance to Puerto Rico after the U.S. territory
was devastated by Hurricane Maria.
He ended the verbal bashing by calling
out any fans who support Trump and telling them to choose sides, ultimately cutting
off anyone that finds themselves unable to
make the decision.
“Any fan of mine who’s a supporter of
his/ I’m drawing in the sand a line: you’re
either for or against,” the artist rapped.
Eminem’s message is clear: Support
for Trump and his actions is damaging
and will not be tolerated, even if you are a
fan. Some fans, while upset that they had
to, have already denounced the rapper
and made their decision to support the
president over him. While Eminem isn’t
the first artist to call out Trump and his
controversial actions, his doing so is very
relevant considering his fan base is heavy
with Trump supporters.
According to an Aug. 7 New York Times
article, Eminem’s fan base is most prevalent in whiter, rural locations, including
West Virginia, Southern Ohio, Eastern
Kentucky, Northern Maine and the Ozark
region in Missouri. In a July 14, 2016,
Business Insider article, music streaming
service Pandora ranked Eminem as the
number one artist in Vermont, Montana,
North Dakota, Maine and Wyoming.
According to a July 24 Gallup News
article, those same states—excluding
Vermont—were of 17 states that were

Monday, Oct. 16

Friday, Oct. 20

ELDER

LANY

Reggies Chicago
2105 S. State St.
7 p.m.
$13–$15

House of Blues Chicago
329 N. Dearborn St.
6 p.m.
$25–$69

FROM THE FRONT ROW

Zach Williams of The Lone Bellow
performed Oct. 10 at Thalia Hall, 1807 S.
Allport St.,during the first of the band’s
two consecutive shows in Chicago.

»MACKENZIE CROSSON/CHRONICLE
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the right person who can get what
you’re saying like, ‘Oh, well I guess
maybe this would be good to have
a Star Trek maze.’ When you find
that person [and] explain what
you’re doing, usually they’ll let us
use the logos and images.”
Richardson Adventure Farm
is not the only area farm to
“Fly the W” this year. Siegel’s
Cottonwood Farm, 17250 Weber
Road, Lockport, Illinois, has a
more compact 15-acre maze with
the iconic W flag and Cubs logo.
The Cubs marketing team even
went to Siegel’s and made a brief
Facebook video showcasing it.

Siegel’s mazes are planned
up to a year in advance during
winter brainstorming sessions,
said Kaity Siegel, the farm’s general manager. Final designs are
made in March and the maze is
constructed throughout the summer, using atypical planting techniques and spray paint to mark off
the twisting routes.
“[Customers] are looking for
something more challenging and
cool to go through,” Siegel said.
Richardson goes down a more
exact path, hiring out a designer
from MazePlay.com, a corn maze
design firm. Cutters then use GPS

“By having something that’s large
and makes a spectacular picture,
it helps get noticed.”
VYING FOR CONSUMER attention,
Previous Richardson Adventure
Chicagoland farms and orchards Farm mazes included everything
are getting more elaborate in their from Star Trek to the Blackhawks.
corn maze designs, drawing on Richardson said the most chalpop culture with sports, film and lenging factor is not constructing
even video game references to the mazes but rather obtaining the
draw in the masses.
rights to use famous logos.
Richardson Adventure Farm—
“The most difficult part about
909 English Prairie Road, Spring that,” he explained, “is finding
Grove, Illinois, home to what the
farm calls the world’s largest corn
maze—constructed a 28-acre
illustration celebrating the Cubs’
2016 World Series win, with the
Wrigley Field marquee and the late
Harry Caray shouting “Holy Cow!”
while a pitcher and a batter square
off in the bottom corners.
“In Chicagoland, we have hundreds and thousands of things that
are trying to get people’s attention,”
said George Richardson, co-owner
of Richardson Adventure Farm. Richardson Adventure Farm, 17250 Weber Road, Lockport, Illinois, has a history of massive, elaborate corn maze designs.
» COURTESY RICHARDSON ADVENTURE FARM

» JONATHON SADOWSKI
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

after the design is mapped to carve
out the swaths of paths in the vast
cornfield with rototillers.
Despite the huge size, it is tough
to get lost in Richardson’s mazes;
there are no major dead ends, and
there is a 50-foot observation
tower with heightened bridges, so
people can know where they are at
all times, Richardson said.
Instead of making easier mazes,
Siegel’s moved to making one
larger—the Cubs labyrinth—and
one smaller, one-acre maze. The
small one takes 15–20 minutes to
solve, while the large one can take
45 minutes or more.
While Cubs fans can indulge
in nostalgia from the 2016 World
Series, video game fans can have
fun while getting lost in a 10-acre
Super Mario-themed maze with
three miles of paths at All Seasons
Orchard, 14510 IL Route 176,
Woodstock, Illinois.
In the Mario maze, the titular
character is front and center
in a jumping pose while Luigi,
Toad and Princess Peach run
off both sides. Luigi’s outline
makes up a smaller, easier maze.

SEE CORN, PAGE 22

Farms tap pop culture
for corn maze designs
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Reshaping the workplace
with confident women
the co-founder of InvestHER
Ventures, a company which provides funding opportunities for
ELINOR STEELE USED her confidence
tech companies; Iliana Mora, CEO
to persuade her way to acceptance of Women Employed, a nonprofit
into a graduate program at Crum- that advocates for education
mer Graduate School of Business opportunities; and Joyce Roché,
at Rollins College even though she former president and CEO of
lacked a bachelor’s degree.
Girls Incorporated, a nonprofit
Steele said if it was not for that mentors and educates young
Tupperware Brands Corp. CEO girls and women and author of
Rick Goings’ belief and confidence the book “The Empress Has No
in her, she would not have had the Clothes: Conquering Self-Doubt Women discussed overcoming barriers in the workplace by using confidence at Tupperware Brand’s Cultivating Conficonfidence to ask for admission.
to Embrace Success,” a memoir.
dence: Reshaping Women in the Workplace Oct. 12 panel at the Chicago History Museum, 1601 N. Clark St.
Steele, who is now the vice pres“From a young [age, women]
ident of Global Communications begin to gain those confidence having a baby, she struggled with advertisement that would have that diversity because you’re going
and Women’s Initiatives at skills,” Mora said. “You begin to go her child waking up throughout been published and offended peo- to get a diverse perception.”
Tupperware, participated in the through life having obstacles every the night before early morning ple had she not been there.
Ishena Robinson, marketing
company’s Cultivating Confidence: step of the way, and instilling con- board meetings.
“Inclusion is not about just hav- communications coordinator
Reshaping the Workplace Oct. fidence in girls at a young age and
The panel discussed the inter- ing people check a box and say, ‘I’ve at Women Employed, attended
12 panel at the Chicago History throughout their life as they enter sectionality of race and gender, got a woman, I’ve got an African- the panel not only to support
Museum, 1601 N. Clark St.
womanhood is important.”
and Roché recalled a time when American, I’ve got a Latina,’” her boss, Mora, but also to learn
Moderated by Chicago Tribune
Confidence helped Mora over- she was working at Avon Products, Roché said. “It is about the concept how to overcome the barriers
Columnist Heidi Stevens, the come many challenges, she said. a beauty company. She pointed out of valuing difference and under- and challenges working women
panel included Gerri Kahnweiler, When she returned to work after a diversity issue in a controversial standing it is worth bringing in of color face.
» KENDRAH VILLIESSE
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

SEE CONFIDENCE, PAGE 22

» MONICA WESTLAKE/CHRONICLE

DELILAH’S
2771 N. Lincoln * (773) 472-2771

PUNK ROCK
MONDAYS

$1 American Beer

$2 Jim Beam
Free Pool !!!

1/31/18

Thur 10/19 - ‘70s on the Rox DJ Scot

Sun 10/22 - DJ Lisa features Lux Interior
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Andrew W.K. ‘baffled’ in partying whirlwind

Do the black line tattoos on your
arms mean anything in particular?
They actually have no meaning. They
don’t represent, symbolize or express
anything other than lines. It was an
attempt to have a tattoo that didn’t mean
anything, so I guess that’s their meaning.
I’m not planning on getting any more.
Go to ColumbiaChronicle.com for the
full Q&A.

» COURTESY NINA OTTOLINO

Your message revolves around loving
every second of life. Do your Midwest
values from being raised in Michigan
play into your positive message?
I never thought about what Midwest values
are, but I suppose I must be imbued with
them to some extent since I spent those formative years there. When I was born, we
were in California, and [my dad] wanted to
move back to the Midwest so that my brother
and I would have a Midwestern childhood—
first and foremost—just to have real distinct
seasonal changes throughout the year. It
seems like there’s a really fantastic vortex
throughout the Midwest for uplifting, powerful rock music, and that goes from Michigan
to Illinois—a Great Lakes vortex, even up
into Canada.
jsadowski@columbiachronicle.com

Is it in line with your past work?
Definitely. I have my method of trying to
reach a place of physical, emotional and
KNOWN FOR HIS early 2000s hits “Party
mental euphoria, and that’s the only place
Hard,” “She is Beautiful” and “We Want I’m interested in getting to, so here’s another
Fun,” prolific party animal Andrew W.K., collection of efforts of trying to get to that
whose full name is Andrew Wikles-Kri- place—one moment at a time, one song at a
er, quickly branched out from his unique time, one album at a time.
brand of pop-metal to a slew of television
appearances, books, motivational speaking You’ve been at it for 16 years. Do you
tours and acting gigs.
think you’re going to slow down?
After making his way through being an I have to speed up. You speed up the further
advice columnist and host of the Cartoon you get along, that’s the idea. You’ve got less
Network show “Destroy Build Destroy,” and less time, so you have to do more and
Andrew is returning to music March 2, more and more with what you have left.
2018, with his first album since 2011’s Japan
exclusive The “Party All Goddamn Night” EP. You’ve done everything from TV to
Andrew will return to Chicago Oct. 21 at motivational speaking. Is there anythe Vic Theatre, 3145 N. Sheffield Ave., just a thing you’d still like to do?
month after his sixth Riot Fest performance. Tons of stuff, but it’s not for me to decide, just
The Chronicle spoke to Andrew about like I didn’t decide to do any of those things.
his new album, message and future plans. I wouldn’t even take credit for [mapping]
out some kind of plan like that. My only plan
THE CHRONICLE: You’re working on was to party as hard as possible, and this has
a new album—does it have a name yet? been the result. I’m very thankful for it, and
ANDREW W.K.: All the audio is done—the the best I can do is to try to make the most of
recording, mixing and mastering—we can each opportunity that emerges in the midst
begin working on the title and the artwork of all this partying. I don’t think anyone’s
and all the other elements that help complete more baffled or shocked than I am that any
the package.
of this happened.
» JONATHON SADOWSKI
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

Party king Andrew W.K. will play Oct. 21 at the Vic
Theatre, 3145 N. Sheffield Ave.

NOW PLAYING Commuter crooning

Bops you and your pals roll the windows down for.
» MICHA THURSTON

» TESSA BRUBAKER

SENIOR MARKETING CONSULTANT
“King Kunta”

Kendrick Lamar

“Old School”

Tupac Shakur

“Angels”

Chance the Rapper

“Formation”
“Alright ”

Beyoncé
Kendrick Lamar

» ERIN BROWN

» JACKIE MURRAY

CAMPUS REPORTER

METRO EDITOR

“Come on Eileen”

“Backseat Freestyle”

Dexys Midnight Runners

“Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This)”
“Take On Me”
“Livin’ on a Prayer”
“Billie Jean”

Eurythmics
a-ha
Bon Jovi

Michael Jackson

Fergie

“Grace Kelly”

MIKA

“Confident”

Demi Lovato

“Unwritten”

Natasha Bedingfield
MisterWives
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“Lampshades on Fire”
“What You Know”
“San Fransisco”
“Harlem”
“Paris”

“Potential Breakup Song”
“Mr. Brightside”

Aly & AJ
The Killers

“American Girl” Tom Petty & the Heartbreakers
“She Looks So Perfect”

5 Seconds of Summer

COPY EDITOR

METRO REPORTER

“Fergalicious”

Kendrick Lamar

» ALEX SWAN

» BLAISE MESA

PHOTO EDITOR

“Our Own House”

Listen to all the tracks at http://open.spotify.com/user/thecolumbiachronicle

Modest Mouse
Two Door Cinema Club
The Mowgli’s
New Politics
Magic Man

“Danger Zone”
“Castle on the Hill”
“Paper Planes”
“Congratulations”
“Needed Me”

Kenny Loggins
Ed Sheeran
M.I.A.
Post Malone feat. Quavo
Rihanna
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“Meetings and calls?
Wow. Trump has to
do all that during his
vacation? Man, I would
not want to work for
Vladimir Putin.”
-Stephen Colbert

“I would definitely
pay $100 to watch Rex
Tillerson and Donald Trump
take IQ tests against each
other. And I guaruntee the
next day, Kellyanne Conway
would be saying that the
lower the number, the
better the score.”
-Jimmy Kimmel

» STORY BY MIRANDA MANIER
» DESIGN BY SAMANTHA CONRAD
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“Donald Trump told ‘The
Washington Post’ that he’ll be
able to get the United States
completely out of debt in eight
years. When asked how, Trump
was like, ‘Easy, declare
bankruptcy and start fresh.
It’s fantastic. I’ve done it
already. It’s amazing.”

G

VISIT COLUMBIACHRONICLE.COM
FOR ADDITIONAL REPORTING

These shots at President Donald Trump, from
Jimmy Fallon, Jimmy Kimmel and Stephen Colbert
are a staple of late night talk shows. With jokes
ranging from lighthearted ribbing to elbow-inthe-gut mockery, political commentary has
become the norm and a ratings booster since
Trump took office.
Nowhere is this more evident than in the
opening monologues, which in the case of
“Jimmy Kimmel Live’s!” Sept. 19 takedown of
the Cassidy-Graham health-care bill, resonated
across America. Kimmel took an interest in the
proposed—and now failed—replacement to
the Affordable Care Act because its proponent
claimed it would pass what he called “the Jimmy
Kimmel test” to supply generous coverage for
medical emergencies.
Kimmel pointed out the need for this May
1 when he discussed his infant son’s multiple
heart surgeries and acknowledged they would
bankrupt the average family.
When it turned out the bill fell short of its
promises, Kimmel eviscerated it and then, on
Oct. 2, took on the National Rifle Association,
following the Las Vegas shooting, cementing
his reputation as someone who doesn’t shy
away from controversy.
Late night talk show hosts have a unique
platform that appeals to younger viewers who
like that these hosts don’t have the same
boundaries news anchors are beholden
to, allowing them to make more politically
angled jokes.
“[Younger viewers] want people to call
things out,” said Natalie Toland, junior theatre
major and president of “Columbia Tonight,” the
YouTube student talk show. “We want people
to portray monsters as monsters.”
Hosts can call President Donald Trump out
for what he says—or tweets—and call him the
“presi-dunce” or a “prick-tator,” like Colbert
did in his May 1 episode of “The Late Show.”
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to a bar

“Laughing at something takes the power away
from it,” said Martie Cook, a professor at Emerson
College in Boston, Massachusetts, who teaches
“Comedy Writing for Late Night.” “When we’re
making fun of [Trump], in a way, he becomes
less scary.”
As with Kimmel’s dissection of a pending
health-care bill, the draw of these shows for
younger viewers is often the way hosts discuss complicated issues, giving enough information for watchers to feel informed while still
being entertained.
Late night talk show hosts take on the news
cycle and make it more palatable for its audience.
“Even though [hosts] are most of the time
celebrities, they seem to have this middle-class,
regular-citizen voice,” Toland said.
Kristen Landreville, associate professor of
Communication and Journalism at the University
of Wyoming, said younger viewers look to late
night talk shows to help affirm their budding
political identities and challenge the status quo.
Landreville added that younger viewers might
see late night talk show hosts as offering an
outsider perspective.
“Young people give more trust to some of
these late night comedians than they might give
trust to a news anchor or a political pundit on
a cable news show,” she said. “They might see
late night hosts as asking questions they might
have themselves that journalists don’t ask, and
[the hosts are] asking in funny ways.”
Daniel Miller, senior theatre major, affirmed
that viewers his age turning to late night talk
show hosts is a matter of trust.
“We look to comedians to be the truth tellers,”
he said. “A lot of people my age, myself included,
don’t trust cable news. I don’t trust a news anchor
like I do a stand-up [comedian].”
The candor of late night talk show hosts makes
them seem more trustworthy than politicians who
are often seen as covertly pushing their own
agenda. In a Sept. 28 poll conducted by Public
Policy Polling—a Democratic polling firm— 47
voters out of 81 said they trust Kimmel more
than Republicans in Congress when it comes to
health-care issues.
Like Kimmel, some late night talk show
hosts have received praise and attention for
being outspoken, and others have made their
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mistakes through silence or passivity and
sacrificed ratings.
When then-presidential candidate Trump
appeared on “The Tonight Show with Jimmy
Fallon” in September 2016, Trump and Fallon
bantered like old friends, and Fallon even playfully
tousled his hair.
The week of Fallon’s Trump interview, “The
Tonight Show” was averaging 3.2 million viewers
a night, seating it firmly ahead of competitors
“The Late Show with Stephen Colbert” and
“Jimmy Kimmel Live!” in the 11:35 p.m. time slot.
However, Fallon drew backlash on social media
after the interview and “The Tonight Show’s” ratings dropped, continuing to lag behind Colbert’s
even a year later.
While Colbert’s overall ratings have risen,
“The Late Show’s” position with the key 18–49
demographic, in which college-aged watchers
fall, still trails behind Fallon’s largely apolitical
“Tonight Show.” During the week of Sept. 25,
despite Colbert’s overall lead, Fallon averaged
0.63 million viewers in that demographic, while
Colbert only averaged 0.51 million, according to
ratings from the Nielsen Company, which studies
trends and habits of consumers
The question arises, then, that if college-aged
viewers are interested in entertainment laced
with politics, why aren’t they consuming the most
political of the late night talk shows?
Cook explained that YouTube statistics tell
the real story, showing that millennials prefer to
stream segments of late night TV and are at the
forefront of the “cord-cutting” movement away
from cable.
In a survey conducted by YouTube and comScore, 35 percent of 2,940 respondents aged
18–34 preferred viewing content on YouTube to
traditional television, compared to 19 percent
who preffered traditional television.
While Fallon and Kimmel both boast more
YouTube channel subscriptions than Colbert—14
and 10 million respectively to Colbert’s three
million—a closer look at individual video views
illuminates what content is actually being watched
by the younger YouTube audience.
Fallon, Kimmel and Colbert all uploaded
approximately three minute clips of their monologues from the evening of Oct. 5. Fallon’s

monologue received more than 79,000 views,
Kimmel’s received more than 410,000 views, and
Colbert’s received more than 1.2 million views.
Fallon briefly joked about Trump but also
delved into non-political topics, Kimmel exclusively discussed Trump, and Colbert honed in on
Trump’s cabinet members. This reflects the trend
of views the three hosts receive: Political content
consistently pulls in more viewers.
“People don’t want to be the person at the
water cooler who doesn’t know what’s getting
talked about,” Cook said. “You want to be in on
the joke. When you’re watching late night TV,
that’s going to help you understand real world
politics more, and then you’re going to actually
engage with real world politics more to make
sense of the comedy you just watched about it.”
For younger viewers whose political opinions are just beginning to solidify, finding clips
from late night talk shows is a way to reinforce
those opinions, according to Walter Podrazik,
television curator for the Museum of Broadcast
Communications and co-author of “Watching TV:
Eight Decades of American Television.”
“If you’re seeking out this clip,” Podrazik said,
“either someone passed it to you, or you want
to pass it to someone else, which means now
we’re back to reinforcing what you feel already.
You’re not going to go to a clip and say, ‘Oh man!
That’s totally not what I feel. Quick, let me share
this with all my friends.’”
Seeking out and sharing clips of late night
talk shows acts like an “echo chamber,” in which
those with similarly aligned perspectives who
are connected on social media share articles
or videos with one another to affirm those
mutual perspectives.
Toland, though, is more focused on the
relief these late night talk show hosts provide
young viewers from the 24-hour news cycle.
“You’re like, ‘Phew. Finally, something that
isn’t torturing me,’” she said. “‘This makes
me feel activated; this is a person I’m relating
to.’ It’s entertainment, so it’s the perfect way
to get news and issues out because people
are going to want to watch it.”
mmanier@columbiachronicle.com

» C
OU
R

FROM LEFT:
STEPHEN COLBERT,
JIMMY FALLON,
JIMMY KIMMEL
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All Seasons Orchard made a nostalgic “Super Mario” maze for this fall season.
Some of the orchard’s previous designs include “Minions” and “Scooby-Doo.”

22 THE CHRONICLE OCTOBER 16, 2017

“When we are talking about
women in the workplace, we also
have to understand that women of
color have to deal with additional
barriers that may not always be
recognized if we are just talking
about the mainstream challenges
of women,” Robinson said.
Stereotypes are a common barrier against gender equality in the
workforce, Stevens said, pointing
to the 79-cent wage gap between

genders and also acknowledging
more women graduate from college
than men.
Women commonly doubt they
are smart enough or good enough
for traditionally gendered jobs,
Roché said.
It would be helpful if corporations assisted women in climbing
the career ladder and placed them
in non-stereotypical situations,
Mora added.
Many corporate women get benefits such as sick time and consider

them as basic benefits, Mora said.
However, low-income workers, of
which two-thirds are women,
do not receive basic benefits
and have to choose between
going to work while sick or
staying at home and losing
hours, she added.
“As a society, we need to
fully acknowledge that all
women, no matter where they
are on the economic ladder or
in their career, need to make
progress,” Mora said.

kvilliesse@columbiachronicle.com

CONFIDENCE, FROM PAGE 17

» MONICA WESTLAKE/CHRONICLE

» COURTESY ALL SEASONS ORCHARD

“We all grew up on Mario,” said
Eddie Hong, All Seasons’ production manager. “My sister and [I]
brainstorm ideas on what could
be popular with people and what
connects with them as well as us.”
With the release of the in-demand Super Nintendo Classic and
Nintendo Entertainment System
Classic consoles since 2016, Hong
said it was a perfect time to have a
Mario-themed maze.
Entrance to Siegel’s corn mazes
is included with the general
admission price, which is $11.95
Monday–Friday and $14.95 on
Saturday and Sunday. Entry to

the Richardson Adventure Farm
maze is also included with the
general admission cost, which is
$13 for ages 4–12 and $16 for ages
13 and up.
Entrance to All Season’s Mario
maze is included with the orchard’s
“Barnyard Admission” cost,
which is $10 Monday–Friday
and $15 Saturday and Sunday.
Seniors get in for $9 any day of
the week.
“[Corn mazes are] something very unique that you can
only really do in [fall],” Hong
said. “It’s a limited time period.
People keep that in mind, and
once that time arrives, people
get excited about it.”
jsadowski@columbiachronicle.com

CORN, FROM PAGE 16

The Cultivating Confidence: Reshaping the Workplace panel Oct. 12 also discussed that more women need to be in other
non-stereotypical roles and be inspirations for others at the Chicago History Museum, 1601 N. Clark St.
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Pita Pizza Pockets

» MARIANA RODRIGUEZ
MARKETING CONSULTANT

Ingredients:

Have you ever heard anyone
say they don’t like pizza?
Yeah, me neither. What you
are about to read could
potentially change the way
you eat pizza. Pan or deep
dish? Thick or thin? Usually,
the only obstacle standing
between you and your slice
of heaven is a shortage of
time, making you rush to get
it and scarf it down. Fear
no more, a quick trip to the
store and BOOM—you’ve
got pizza in the palm of your
hand in five minutes!

Directions:

CL

E

1. Slice open pita bread,
leaving just enough space to
stuff ingredients inside.
2. Spread a spoonful of
marinara sauce in the bread
and stuff mozzarella and
pepperoni inside, leaving
room at the top.
3. In a toaster oven, carefully
place pocket upright and
toast for approximately five
minutes, making sure the
bread does not burn.
4. Place the pizza pocket in a
napkin, and you are out the
door with pizza on the go!

» JOC

YOU AND
A GUEST
ARE INVITED
TO SEE
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24
7:00PM
STOP BY THE COLUMBIA
CHRONICLE OFFICE
TO PICK UP A
PAIR OF PASSES
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

33 EAST CONGRESS, SUITE 224
CHICAGO, IL 60605
Screening passes valid strictly for Columbia College Chicago students
with a valid student ID, staff, and faculty only and are distributed at the
discretion of the promotional partner. Those that have received a screening
pass or promotional prize within the last 90 days are not eligible. *No
purchase necessary. Void where prohibited or restricted by law. Please
refer to screening passes for all other restrictions. Paramount Pictures, all
promo partners and their afﬂiates accept no responsibility or liability in
connection with any loss or accident incurred in connection with use of
a ticket. Participating sponsors, their employees & family members and
their agencies are not eligible. This ﬁlm is rated R for “violence, language
and some sexuality.” Theater is overbooked to ensure capacity. Seating is
available on a ﬁrst come, ﬁrst served basis and is not guaranteed.

IN THEATERS OCTOBER 27

PROMO AD – 4C
3 COL. (5.7") X 10.5" = 31.5"

FULL BILLING IS N/L/T 25% TO TT
GEORGE CLOONEY ABOVE TT IS N/L/T 25% TO TT
October 6, 2017 10:58 AM

SuburbiconMovie.com | #Suburbicon01|
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• 2 tablespoons marinara sauce
• Handful Mozzarella cheese, shredded
• Pepperoni slices, to taste
• One whole pita bread

NI

RECIPE

arts & culture
10.19.17

11am—12pm

Ferguson Theater, 600 S Michigan

DEREK VAN PELT
ADVENTURES IN COMEDY

In town for the taping of The Daily
Show, Alumnus Derek Van Pelt
returns to campus to talk about
breaking into comedy, managing
Amy Schumer (stand-up comedian,
writer, actress, and producer), and
discovering Trevor Noah (host of
Comedy Central’s The Daily Show).
Derek was a screenwriting major
at Columbia College Chicago who
attended Semester in LA and landed
in comedy management. He’s now a
partner at his own management firm
and has executive produced over a
dozen stand-up specials for Netflix,
Comedy Central and Showtime, as
well as “Inside Amy Schumer” and
“The Ben Show” for Comedy Central.

Register on:
colum.joinhandshake.com
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‘Do Androids Dream of
Electric Sheep?’ Well,
do they?
» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS EDITOR

D

o Androids Dream of Electric
Sheep?” by Philip K. Dick, which
inspired “Blade Runner,” examines a post-apocalyptic world where
technology can duplicate something akin
to the span of human intellect. It poses
the question: If consciousness can be constructed in a near perfect replica, what
separates humans from those produced
on conveyor belts?
The short story centers on an android
bounty hunter named Rick Deckard,
who lives in 2021 California, which is
recovering from a nuclear bomb. Most of
the population has migrated to off-planet
colonies, leaving behind those with mutated genes or stubborn ties to Earth.
One morning, Deckard is asked by
the police to continue a job that landed
another bounty hunter in the hospital.
The task is to terminate six fugitive, topof-the-line Nexus 6 androids—so close
to human that only a series of empathy
tests can identify them as replicants.
Deckard pursues and dismantles each
android, and throughout the task, he
comes across androids programmed to
believe they are human and humans who
believe they are androids. These blurred
lines make Deckard face what it means
to be sentient, leaving him questioning
his disregard for the machines.
When the divide between man and
machine is bridged, one has to ask
what really makes us human? Is it the
way we think? Our birthright? Our empathy? The novel doesn’t take a hard
stance on the lines of consciousness,
but it is safe to say that after Deckard
experienced human feelings in the
androids, he never saw them or himself
the same way again.

ccarynski@columbiachronicle.com
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NETFLIX
ORIGINALS

ANDREW W.K.
MOMENTS

CHEESY
THINGS

» MIRANDA MANIER
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

» JONATHON SADOWSKI
ARTS & CULTURE EDTIOR

» KENDRAH VILLIESSE
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

“The Get Down”:

When he was a Playtex spokesman:

Cheese and crackers:

“The Get Down” focuses on a group of
ambitious 1970s teenagers in the South
Bronx. Diverse, poignant and produced
by the flamboyant Baz Luhrmann of “The
Great Gatsby” fame, “The Get Down”
sheds light on a vital cultural moment.

Enigmatic entertainer Andrew W.K. was
featured in a Playtex “Fresh + Sexy” wipe
advertising campaign in 2013. These
wipes were designed to keep couples
fresh before and after sex, which I suppose in some way could help Andrew,
considering how gross he looks toward
the end of concerts.

There is nothing more classic than
cheese and crackers. It’s the perfect
snack for any gathering. Plus, you can use
any variety of cheese and crackers you
want. If you want to get fancy, add some
salami slices.

“American Vandal”:
A satire of the true crime genre, “American Vandal” tells the story of a teenager
accused of vandalizing teachers’ cars
with phallic images. “American Vandal”
elevates life’s most dramatic period—
high school—making viewers laugh
throughout its eight episodes, yet it still
manages to end on a heartfelt note.
“A Series of Unfortunate Events”:
This show successfully adapts a children’s book series and delivers a quirky
visual aesthetic, pairing dark colors with
cheerful pastels, so the mood always
seems a little off-tempo in the best
possible way. The writing also perfectly
captures the books’ dry, witty tone.
“GLOW”:

When he set a world record just
because:
The eternal party rocker set the world
record for longest drum marathon inside
a retail store in 2013 after he played for
24 hours nonstop in an Oakley location in
Times Square.
When he wrote a weekly column for
Vice for six months:
In 2005, he took to motivational speaking and eventually graced Vice with a
weekly advice column, “Andrew W.K. on,”
which was published from October 2016
to March 2017. His final entry is called
“Andrew W.K. on Life, Love and Pushing
the Limits.”

A fictionalized retelling of “The Gorgeous
Ladies of Wrestling,” a televised women’s
wrestling circuit from the 1980s, “GLOW”
is both funny and sincere as it discusses
diversity in media and the uphill battle
women face to be taken seriously when
surrounded by male executives.

When he was a weatherman:

“Stranger Things”:

When he zapped David Blaine with a
Tesla coil solo:

“Stranger Things” is visually interesting
and has a compelling plot, likable characters and just enough nostalgia. Combining sci-fi and coming-of-age, it’s a perfect
example of Netflix getting television
exactly right.

Andrew W.K. did his darndest to provide
honest weather to the fine folks of Tulsa,
Oklahoma back in 2009, but only left
them with vague advice, such as “We
have a large, gray cloud scooping down!
You want to watch out for that.”

Blaine stood there while Andrew pounded away on a keyboard that activated jolts
directed at the magician. Blaine looked
more frightened than amused throughout
most of the video.

Cheese curds:
There is nothing more Wisconsin than
cheese curds. Deep fried, beer battered
or cold, cheese curds are the finest way to
eat cheese. They are the perfect snack for
everything from lounging on the couch
watching the Green Bay Packers vs. The
Chicago Bears, to long, hungry road trips.
Fun fact: Cold cheese curds squeak when
they are fresh.
Cheese fries:
Any order of french fries can be 100 times
more delicious when dipped in a nice
bowl of hot cheese. The crunchy and salty
fry with gooey hot cheese is the perfect
combination. Sorry nachos, cheese fries
are better.
Pizza:
If you couldn’t tell from my photo above,
I really like pizza— with extra cheese,
please. Picking up a slice and watching
the cheese stretch and pull apart from
the rest of the pie is probably the most
beautiful thing anyone will witness in
their entire life.
Cheesy pickup lines:
There is nothing I love more than a
cheesy pickup line. Even though they
never actually work, they are the best way
to make someone blush and laugh at the
same time. The best one is probably, “Hey
there, you look real gouda.”
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RANDOM

LIN-MANUEL
MIRANDA’S ‘ALMOST
LIKE PRAYING’

MS. GRUNDY’S
RETURN

COVERGIRL’S NEW
SLOGAN

CHICAGO BEARS
COACH JOHN FOX

» TESSA BRUBAKER
CAMPUS REPORTER

» ZOË EITEL
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

» KENDRAH VILLIESSE
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

» BLAISE MESA
METRO REPORTER

Lin-Manuel Miranda released “Almost
Like Praying” Oct. 6 to help raise funds
for Puerto Rico’s hurricane relief efforts,
and it’s definitely a bop. The song features
amazing appearances from Latino artists
like Jennifer Lopez, Marc Anthony and
Rubén Blades. Miranda’s talent is out of
this world and the song stayed in my head
all day after listening to it. Not only is it
well-written and addictive to listen to, but
it’s also a great way to raise funds for an
important cause.

During the Oct. 11 Season 2 premiere of
The CW’s “Riverdale,” music teacher Ms.
Grundy returned after exiting the show in
episode four following a relationship with
15-year-old Archie Andrews. We learn
what we basically already knew: Archie
was not a one-off, and Grundy is a predator. She is shown kissing a teen boy before
he leaves her house after piano lessons.
The only bright side to Grundy’s appearance is that she will not be back thanks to
the town’s newest murderer.

After almost 60 years, cosmetic brand
CoverGirl replaced its famous and catchy
“Easy, Breezy, Beautiful” campaign slogan Oct. 12. The new slogan, “I Am What
I Make Up,” celebrates the power to be
whoever you want to be. Although the
new slogan doesn’t roll of the tongue quite
as easily or breezily as it did previously,
CoverGirl’s inclusive ideas and promotion
of expressing individuality is needed and
empowering. CoverGirl, you are doing
amazing, sweetie.

After taking over the Bears in 2015, John
Fox has been a never-ending disappointment. In his first two seasons, the Bears
are 9-23. Fox’s struggles in Chicago
came full circle after quarterback Mitch
Trubisky’s debut. Trubisky looked great,
and Fox—who started Mike Glennon all
year—looks like an absolute fool now.
Combine that with the Bears’ increasing
rate of games lost in the final moments,
and it looks like his coaching isn’t making
the team any better.

MUSIC

VIDEO

VIRAL

RANDOM

‘STAR WARS: THE
LAST JEDI’ TRAILER

‘RICK AND MORTY’
FANS

SPOTIFY’S FRIEND
FEED

» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS EDITOR

» ERIC BRADACH
MANAGING EDITOR

» MIRANDA MANIER
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

» JACKIE MURRAY
METRO EDITOR

Louis Tomlinson, former member of
the super popular band One Direction,
released his new single “Just Like You”
Oct. 12, and it’s extremely disappointing.
Although I’m sure it will be a radio hit for
weeks, the bland track is just like every
other top selling pop song I’ve ever heard:
downright shallow, vapid lyrics overlaid
with terrible EDM mixes. This kind of
music has never really been up my alley,
but I’m sure someone, somewhere—not
just a One Direction fan—is going wild
over it.

Fans were treated to the latest “Star Wars:
The Last Jedi” trailer Oct. 9, and it didn’t
disappoint. We see Rey being trained by
Luke Skywalker and several characters
returning from the previous film in the
saga, “The Force Awakens.” Various hints
at narrative directions will get “Star
Wars” nerds to start crafting their own
theories months in advance. While a true
joy to watch, it was difficult seeing the
late Carrie Fisher; however, nothing can
dampen my excitement for the film’s Dec.
15 release.

McDonald’s selectively reissued its novelty Szechuan sauce—originally released
in 1998 as promotion for the Disney movie
“Mulan”—after the animated show “Rick
and Morty” made a reference to it in its
April 1 Season 3 premiere. Fans became
so obsessed that months later, they came
out in droves to buy it in bulk. However,
the reissue was only to certain stores for
one day, Oct. 7, so when locations ran out,
fans responded poorly, throwing tantrums and angrily lashing out on social
media. So lame.

Nothing serves as a better homework distraction than stalking what your friends
are listening to on Spotify. There really
is no hiding your music tastes—good
or bad—on the site, and there is ample
opportunity to call your friends out on
their taste. But they can also call you out.
Imagine me trying to explain why I was
listening to John Cena’s theme song at 2
a.m. Other than being used for evil, the
feature can also lead you to some of your
friend’s cultivated playlists and some
fresh tunes.

LOUIS TOMLINSON’S
‘JUST LIKE YOU’
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ttorney General Jeff Sessions’ Oct.
4 memo to the U.S. Department
of Justice promotes a policy that
will greatly challenge transgender people
in courtrooms and hinder progress in
stopping workplace discrimination.
The memo announced that Title VII of
the 1964 Civil Rights Act—which prohibits
employers from discriminating on the basis
of sex and other protected classes—does
not apply to gender identity, and the law
should not be interpreted as such. Sessions’
policy directly challenges former Attorney
General Eric Holder’s December 2014 conclusion that Title VII does apply to gender
identity, and Sessions’ decision puts the
DOJ at odds with the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission, a federal
department that investigates and fights

workplace discrimination. The EEOC
follows Holder’s interpretation of Title VII.
“Nothing in this memorandum
should be construed to condone mistreatment on the basis of gender identity,” Sessions wrote in the memo.
Considering this statement comes
during President Donald Trump’s fight
against transgender people in the military, Sessions’ memo is another example
of the virulent transphobia in which the
Trump administration is complicit—and
for the public, it is another call to action.
Among the 27,715 respondents in a
December 2016 survey by the National
Center for Transgender Equality, 16 percent
of transgender workers surveyed lost at
least one job because of their gender identity
or the way they expressed their gender

Harvey Weinstein: poster child for
society silencing abuse victims

COMMENTARY
» TYRA BOSNIC
OPINIONS EDITOR

A

n Oct. 5 New York Times article,
followed by a similar account
in the New Yorker on Oct. 10,
revealed nearly three decades of disturbing sexual abuse by Hollywood
producer Harvey Weinstein, who has

reached at least eight settlements
with women to keep them silent.
He was fired from the Weinstein
Company, the production company he
co-founded, after the news accounts
shed light on how he allegedly used his
power and success in the film industry
to harass, molest and even rape women.
His wife also released a statement in
People Magazine announcing she will
be separating from Weinstein, writing, “My heart breaks for all the women
who have suffered tremendous pain
because of these unforgivable actions.”
The allegations against Weinstein have
shocked the entertainment industry, but
condemnation comes far too late when
suspicions have existed for years, and
predators like him continue to abuse.
As more accounts emerge daily, the list
of victims and details of the harassment
they faced seem never-ending. The
women—who were assistants, models

identity, and 30 percent reported being
In North Carolina, businesses took a
fired, denied a promotion or experiencing
stand when House Bill 2, a trans-disanother form of mistreatment—such
criminatory law commonly known as the
as harassment or assault—in the work“bathroom bill,” passed March 23, 2016,
by pulling operations from the state and
place because of their gender identity.
weakening its economy. Before North
Sessions’ position on Title VII will make
fighting these injustices in court more
Carolina repealed the bill March 30, this
difficult. Following the order, the DOJ will
year the state was expected to lose $3.76
no longer side with transgender plaintiffs
billion over 12 years, according to an
in workplace discrimination court cases
analysis by the Associated Press. Now
based on civil rights’ violations. Instead,
businesses can continue the fight against
the department can tell the courts it is
a government’s wrongdoings by creating
wrong to interpret Title VII as including
initiatives for education and protection
gender identity as a protected class.
for transgender workers in workplaces.
If the DOJ will not stand with transgenBusinesses that do so deserve your support.
der workers discriminated against, compaThe Trump administration has seemnies and employees must work together to
ingly made it its mission to threaten and
create workplace environments that do not
strip away the small progress marginalized
tolerate mistreatment. In order to strive for
groups have made. Cisgender people—those
this inclusiveness, the first step is education. whose gender aligns with the one assigned
Including information on gender identity
to them at birth—have a duty to give
and gender expression in employee traintransgender people the platform they need
ing is a simple gesture that can increase
to have their voices heard, and they have
awareness and ease transgender workers’
a duty to advocate for transgender rights
fears of being mistreated on the job.
when the federal government does not.
and actresses—were forced into situations by Weinstein that are horrifying
by anyone’s standards. Without the
investigative work of journalists, the
public might never have known the horrifying pattern of abuse and harassment,
and Weinstein might have continued
to be involved in the industry without
ever facing any real consequences other
than paying off some settlements.
The abuse he committed was an
open secret in Hollywood. According
to the New Yorker article, at least 16
people currently or formerly involved
with Weinstein’s production company
admitted they witnessed or knew about
his unwanted sexual advances, and
that his behavior was widely known
throughout the company. Supposedly,
many who stayed silent avoided coming
forward because of fear of retaliation.
Yet Weinstein’s depravity never
affected or diminished the power
he wielded in Hollywood. Even
among celebrities who are rushing
to publicly denounce him and claim
ignorance of his misdeeds, many had
worked with him or the Weinstein

Company—Leonardo DiCaprio, who
starred in Weinstein’s “Gangs of New
York” or Viola Davis, who appeared in his
“Kate & Leopold,” and the list goes on.
These abuses were able to fester
under a blanket of complicity from the
film industry’s elite, not only because
of Weinstein’s ability to suppress
anyone who would stand against him,
but also because of the conspiracy of
silence that allowed him to defy the
law and common decency for years.
While the entertainment business
has more than its share of predators,
several of whom have been exposed by
journalists in the past year, it would be
naive to think that sexual harassment
is not a widespread problem outside
film sets. Concentrated wealth and
power without accountability and a
complicit legal system leave countless
victims in the shadows to endure
such violence and its aftermath on
their own. We have heard this story
hundreds of times—from abusive
marriages in small towns and big
cities to college campuses and teen
parties—and never bothered to listen.

tbosnic@columbiachronicle.com

Transgender workers deserve
advocacy, understanding
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Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or
have strong beliefs about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 2,
you’ll find a set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us hear
from you. —The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board

opinions

» ALEXA RIXON
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

T

he Norwegian Nobel Committee
awarded the 2017 Nobel Peace
Prize to the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons Oct. 6.
ICAN succeeded in shepherding the first
legally binding international treaty to
ban nuclear weapons, officially adopted
July 7. Awarding ICAN the prize calls

» PATRICK CASEY/CHRONICLE

» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
DIGITAL MANAGING EDITOR

The shame around periods
must come to an end

T

here is nothing quite like the
pain of a period: cramps, hormones, cravings and, most
notably, the sizable dent in your wallet
from buying hygiene products.
However, the stigma surrounding
menstrual cycles is just as painful as
those cramps. An Oct. 9 survey by Plan
International U.K.—a global charity
mainly for young girls—revealed that out
of 1,000 girls interviewed ages 14–21,
almost half were embarrassed about getting their periods.
Most people with periods can relate
on this front—avoiding eye contact, stuttering niceties with a cashier and hiding
the evidence from male friends or family
members. These kinds of situations have
become an unfortunate staple in the coming-of-age tales of many across the world,
as the survey shows.
There are about 5,000 slang terms for
periods worldwide, including “lady time,”
“red tide,” “a visit from Aunt Flow” and
“time of the month.” Periods are often
used to perpetuate the stereotype that
women are being rude because of them,
which increases the stigma. Who wouldn’t
be embarrassed about something commonly used as the butt of a joke?
Embarrassment about periods has also
become a dilemma one is expected to get
used to with age. Yes, maturity comes with
age, but being embarrassed by a natural
function isn’t something anyone should
have to get used to, no matter their age
because they shouldn’t be embarrassed in
the first place.
Anyone with a uterus will likely have
a period—which occurs monthly when
sheddings from the uterine lining passes
through the cervix and out of the vagina in
the form of blood. Periods are also a sign
regarding pregnancy, so a signifier of life
being so adamantly shunned is harrowing.
Society has to stop being so intent
on shaming women—especially young
women who are already oppressed—into
silence about their periods. Buying or
talking about period products shouldn’t
fill anyone with anxiety or dread. It

especially shouldn’t be something a parent
and child, or student and school nurse,
should avoid talking about openly.
Unfortunately, this isn’t always the case.
The study also found that beyond being
embarrassed by their period, one in seven
girls had no idea what was happening to
them when they first got their period.
Imagine not being able to comprehend
why you’re bleeding and in pain at such
a young age. This scary situation can be
avoided by changing the negative conversation and educating all genders and ages
on how important and normal periods are.
Most schools gender segregate lessons
regarding periods, which could lead to girls
thinking they need to hide their period
from the get-go.
Parents and teachers should take heed
of the many activists around the world
fighting to change how society views periods to educate their kids and students. In
2016, Rupi Kaur made headlines when she
posted a picture on Instagram showing her
lying on a bed with her back to the camera,
blood visible on the white sheets and on her
sweatpants where she had free bled—
that is, chosen not to use menstrual
products. Instagram took the picture
down twice before apologizing.
This isn’t to say that parents and
teachers should encourage young people to take photos of themselves free
bleeding—although if that’s how they
want to make a statement, they should
be allowed—but rather as a metaphor
of being as open as possible about what
it means to have a period. Periods are
painful but also beautiful and as natural as breathing.

bpawlingsstennett@columbiachronicle.com

Countries need
to strive toward
elimination of
nuclear weapons

arixon@columbiachronicle.com

COMMENTARY

attention to international efforts working
toward a world without nuclear weapons.
ICAN is a coalition of non-governmental organizations in 100
countries promoting adherence
to and implementation of the U.N.
nuclear weapons ban and garnering
a foundation of public support for
the abolition of nuclear warfare.
The treaty has been open for signatures by any U.N. member since Sept.
20, and once ratified by 50 countries
for 90 days, it will become legally binding internationally. As of press time, 53
countries have signed and only three
have ratified. This means 53 countries
approve of the treaty, but only three
have taken the steps to make it binding.
The world’s nuclear-armed powers
need to sign. So far, most countries
that voted for the ban do not have
access to nuclear weapons. Countries
with nuclear weapons and their close
allies boycotted the vote. In a joint
press statement released after the
treaty was adopted, the U.S., U.K. and
France said, “We do not intend to sign,
ratify or ever become party to it.”
Nuclear disarmament can’t
happen over night, but this treaty
is a good start toward global
recognition of the need to make
nuclear warfare unacceptable.
There are no right hands for wrong
weapons. As long as someone has
them, others will want them. Rather
than siding with nuclear powers that
hold the world captive, countries
should stand together with ICAN.
Unfortunately, humanity is
closer than ever to nuclear war
between the U.S. and North
Korea. President Donald Trump
recently warned North Korea
that the U.S. would “totally
destroy North Korea” if forced
to defend itself or its allies.
We have already seen the devastating effects of nuclear bombs
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki
during World War II. They were
followed by massive waves of
intense heat that vaporized or
burned those closest. Lives
were lost and homes were
destroyed. Even clean
drinking water was scarce.
That destruction should
never have occurred, and
we can’t let it happen again.
ICAN is making a real
effort toward condemning
nuclear weapons, and
it deserves the platform the Nobel Peace
Prize has provided.
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What happens now? Chicago
reacts to Las Vegas shooting

If Las Vegas massacre gunman Steven Paddock had shown up to his booked Grant Park-facing room at the Blackstone Hotel during Lollapalooza weekend, the tragedy could have been devastating due to the
festival’s limited evacuation route, said Grant Park Conservancy President Bob O’Neill.
METRO EDITOR

TO SENIOR ART and art history major Sophie
Peterson, what she witnessed in Las Vegas
was like something out of a movie she
wished she never had to experience.
Shots from a 32nd floor Mandalay Bay
hotel room rained down on a crowd of
22,000 at the Oct. 2 Route 91 Harvest music
festival in Las Vegas at 10:05 p.m. Shooter
Steven Paddock killed 59 people, including
himself, and 500 others were wounded from
gunshots and stampede injuries.
Peterson and her boyfriend were in a
cab about 10:15 p.m. that night, heading to
McCarran International Airport—a block
away from Mandalay Bay—when they saw
a flood of people running in their direction,
trying to flee the deadliest mass shooting
in modern U.S. history.
“[We kept hearing] so many sirens,
[and] people were yelling and screaming,”
Peterson said. “Then on the police scanner
that was in the cab, we kept hearing the
words ‘active shooter.’”
A week after the attack, Chicagoans
learned that Paddock had two rooms booked
at the Blackstone Hotel, 636 S. Michigan
Ave., during Lollapalooza weekend, Aug.
3–6. The hotel overlooks Grant Park, which
hosts the music festival.
“The day before the story broke, I was
thinking about it and said, ‘Why didn’t he
target Lollapalooza?’” said Bob O’Neill,
president of the Grant Park Conservancy.

O’Neill added that Paddock definitely
would have looked at Lollapalooza as a
target because it is the biggest urban rock
festival, unlike Bonnaroo and Coachella,
which are set in rural areas.
“When you have an evacuation of
Lollapalooza, [the] Balbo Drive bridge
over the railroad tracks is literally wallto-wall people,” O’Neill said. “So the tragedy would’ve been far worse because he
would’ve been kitty-corner from that [area]
at the Blackstone Hotel.”
He explained that for next year’s festival,
there will be increased security and hotels
will be on much higher alert, adding that
increases in safety start immediately after
these kinds of incidents.
The Blackstone increased security
“throughout the day and night” during
the Chicago Marathon Oct. 8, said Emmy
Carragher, senior account supervisor for
Wagstaff Worldwide—Blackstone’s public
relations group in an Oct. 12 email to The
Chronicle. City officials also responded with
increasing security at the marathon, which
starts in Grant Park.
“We are aware of the media reports and
have been in communication with our federal partners,” CPD News Affairs said in an
Oct. 10 email to The Chronicle. “The city
conducts extensive public safety planning
and training around major events, in close
coordination with our law enforcement
partners, to ensure public safety.”
Hannah O’Brien, freshman business
and entrepreneurship major, has attended

Lollapalooza for the last two years. When
entering the festival, she explained, each
person has their bags checked and is patted
down. While the long lines can be tedious,
she said the festival has great security.
“Once inside, you feel safe and know nothing horrible is going to happen,” O’Brien said.
She was shocked to learn Paddock had a
room booked at the Blackstone but said she
still wants to attend future Lollapalooza festivals and hopes security will be expanded
to the festival’s surrounding area.
“Especially hotel security. That’s not a
thing that I’ve ever been worried about,
but now it is,” she said, “especially [for] the
[hotels] that are on Michigan Avenue that
are so close to [Grant] Park.”
In light of the shooting, Illinois lawmakers
are taking initiative to prevent similar tragedies by proposing stricter gun regulations.
State Rep. Scott Drury, D-58, introduced
House Bill 4112 Oct. 11, which bans the
sale, manufacture, possession, transfer or
importation of bump stock devices—equipment that allows a semi-automatic firearm
to function as a fully automatic weapon,
according to state legislative records.
The device allows a shooter to increase
firing rates from 45–60 rounds per minute
up to 800 rounds per minutes, according to
an Oct. 11 press release from Drury’s office.
During the shooting, Paddock used 12 bump
stock devices on his rifles.
Although she feels safe in Chicago now,
Peterson said there needs to be federal
action on gun control—more than what is

Reports show Las Vegas shooter Steven Paddock
had two rooms booked at the Blackstone
during Lollapalooza’s 2017 festival weekend.

currently being done—for her to continue to feel more safe.
“[It] is something that can happen anywhere based on the level of access people
have at this point to guns,” she said. “It
doesn’t matter what state it happened
in—if it was Nevada or Illinois—it seems
like nobody is exempt from the threat of
gun violence and mass shootings.”

jmurray@columbiachronicle.com
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Study reinforces need for
climate change education

C
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Accord after President Donald Trump
withdrew from the 196-nation agreement.
He was also one of 13 mayors to publish
EPA climate change research June 11 after
the Trump administration deleted it from
federal websites.
As the study notes, more is needed. If
Emanuel and other Midwest elected officials truly care about their community’s
wellbeing, they should encourage climate
change education.
Chicago Public Schools recently laid out
details on its revised budget. Not only does
it contain an 8.3 percent property tax hike,
but also $37 million more for city charter
schools, which are allowed to create their
own curriculum.
Even if charter schools weren’t expanding in the city, non-charter CPS and
other Illinois high school students are not
required to take an environmental science
course to graduate. It’s an option, but it’s
come to a point when students need to be
required to learn about climate change, its
bruising impacts and what can be done to
lessen the burden that has been placed on
their laps.
Too often when discussing climate
change, coastal cities and states are
the focus because of rising sea levels.
While those issues must be addressed,
climate change hurts everyone, and
this study should be a wake-up call for
Chicagoans and Midwesterners.
It’s imperative for lawmakers to
understand the costs and consequences of climate change and for
community leaders, activists and academics to push for policies and projects
to combat this threat.

ebradach@columbiachronicle.com

limate change has been heavily
featured in news headlines in light
of the string of hurricanes around
the Gulf of Mexico. Hurricanes Harvey,
Irma and Maria have ravaged coastal
states and islands like Puerto Rico. While
Americans in the heart of the nation feel
safe from these environmental hazards, a
new study acknowledges that the Midwest
is at risk.
The study, released Oct. 10 by the
Midwest Economic Policy Institute,
concludes that the region’s infrastructure—roads, bridges, railways and energy
systems—all face potentially devastating
damages because of climate change.
Despite some state governments addressing the threat on their infrastructures, the
study says that more is needed and no one
policy will halt the inevitable peril. It also
poses a risk to the region’s transportation
network that generates $2.6 trillion in
gross domestic product.
Unfortunately, the White House administration and too much of Congress deny
climate change exists or that it’s manmade. History and expert opinion beg to
differ. Sixteen of the 17 warmest years in
the 136 years recorded occurred in the 21st
century. Meanwhile, peer-reviewed scientific journals show that 97 percent of climate scientists agree that climate change
is real and man-made, according to NASA.
On the day before this study was
released, Environmental Protection
Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt
announced that the agency will withdraw
from the Clean Power Plan, which was
devised by the Obama administration
to regulate and lower greenhouse gases.
This is no surprise given Pruitt’s financial
backers. He has received hundreds of thousands of dollars in campaign contributions
from oil companies, according to a Jan. 6
POLITICO article.
Although hope seems lost at the federal
level, local officials’ actions suggest they’re
undeterred and will serve their constituents. Mayor Rahm Emanuel signed a June
7 executive order committing Chicago to
adopt guidelines from the Paris Climate
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The new $75 million Englewood school will be open in 2019. It will be a combination
of TEAM Englewood, Robeson, Hope and Harper high schools.

$75M merger to combine
Englewood high schools
» BLAISE MESA
METRO REPORTER
AFTER CONTINUOUS DECLINING

enrollment, four Englewood high
schools will merge into one new
$75 million facility in the same
neighborhood, with community

leaders involved in the planning
and development process .
Four Englewood neighborhood
high schools have seen an average enrollment decline of 26.8
percent since last school year.
These include TEAM Englewood
Community Academy High School,

6201 Stewart Ave.; Paul Robeson
High School, 6835 S. Normal
Blvd.; W.R. Harper Senior High
School, 6520 Wood St.; and Hope
High School, 5515 S. Lowe Ave.
TEAM Englewood High School
experienced the most devastating
decline at 41 percent, according to
a Sept. 29 DNAinfo article.
Chicago Public Schools and the
four high schools involved did not
respond to requests for enrollment
numbers as of press time.
The new building will be on
the site of Robeson High School
and will welcome its first freshmen class in 2019. The school has
yet to be named. In order to help
launch the school, CPS has formed
a 13-person steering committee of
local leaders.
The committee will meet
monthly to discuss potential curriculum, staff recommendations,
recruitment strategies and safety
strategies with help from the
local police district, according to
Asiaha Butler, steering committee
member and co-founder and president of Residents Association of
Greater Englewood.

ARE YOU TIRED OF YOUR ROOMMATES?
RENT OUT SOUTH
LOOP CLUBHOUSE!
STUDIOS STARTING AT $900/MONTH
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT

CONGRESS
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clubhousestudios@comcast.net
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“Families, educators and community leaders in Englewood have
a strong vision for what they hope
their new high school will be, and
we want to incorporate that,” CPS
CEO Forrest Claypool said in a
Sept. 28 press release.
Englewood students have been
opting for schools outside the
neighborhood. Englewood—the
sixth largest community population in Chicago—has 41 percent of
its students traveling four miles or
more to go to schools outside the
community, according to a June
9 CPS press release.
“A lot of kids aren’t considering
local community schools because
they don’t have those resources,”
said Perry Gunn, a steering committee member and executive
director of Teamwork Englewood.
The new facility should be
state-of-the art and an improvement compared to the four old
schools, Claypool said in the June
9 press release.
CPS will develop a safety
approach similar to the Safe
Passage program, which maintains safe routes to schools for

students, according to the June 9
press release.
According to Chicago’s Data
Portal, Englewood ranked fifth
in violent crimes since Sept. 11.
Schools with decreased enrollment can lead to gangs and violence, said Gloria Williams, founder
of Voices of West Englewood and a
steering committee member.
Discussion of the merger has
been ongoing for the past year as
CPS worked with the Englewood
Community Action Council to
obtain public comment. CPS and
the action council have surveyed
1,200 locals and hosted community events to receive comments
on the school’s design.
“Our feedback, our thoughts
[and] our intention is to make
sure the community voice is
truly heard,” Butler said.
Steering committees serve
as a voice for the communities
like Englewood’s is a voice for
its own.
“In order for the kids to
advance in school, they have
to have great education,”
Williams said.
bmesa@columbiachronicle.com
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6:00 - 8:30 PM

10.18.17

DESIGN PATHS TO UX/UI:
From Graphic Design, Marketing, & Game
6:00—7:00PM:
Conversation among panelists
representing career paths that
led to UX/UI. The panelists
ranging in backgrounds from,
Graphic Design, Business,
Marketing and Game Design,
will discuss; how they began
their careers and entered the
field, give advice for students
exploring career paths, and
highlight crucial skills.
Open to the public

7:15—8:15PM:
Breakout sessions for
Columbia College Students
only, with guests presenting
case studies of UX/UI project
development, and highlighting
industry standards,
presentation protocol, tools,
and resources available.

Register on:

IAM
Game
Interaction Design
Design
Web Design
Film Row, 1104 S Wabash, 8th Floor
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THE DEPARTMENT OF Health and
Human Services issued new
guidelines Oct. 6 that broaden
employers’ ability to exempt
themselves from the Affordable
Care Act’s contraceptive coverage
requirements. The change has left
Illinois women questioning how it
will affect them.
The federal rule allows any
employer, university or college

with objections to contraceptive
coverage based on religious beliefs
to qualify for an exemption of the
requirement to pay for contraceptive health care.
If an employer opts for the
exemption, female employees,
dependents and students will no
longer be entitled to coverage for
the full range of FDA-approved
contraception with no copay.
However, some Illinois women
may not be affected. In July 2016,
Gov. Bruce Rauner signed House

Coverage Act, went into effect
Jan. 1.
Kathy Waligora, director
of Health Reform Initiative
at EverThrive Illinois, said
she worked with Planned
Parenthood and the American
Civil Liberties Union to write the
legislation. While the ACA was
supposed to provide coverage for
the full range of FDA-approved
contraception, Waligora said it
allowed insurance companies to
limit the amount or type of contraception they provided for women
without cost sharing.
“[The ACA] was creating a real
barrier for women,” Waligora said.
“[Women] were having delays,
or they were unable to get their
preferred birth control method at
all. There was nowhere we could
go anymore with our advocacy at
the federal level, so we decided we
would fix it in the state law.”
The new state law made
more met hods—i nclud i n g

$5 OFF A D M I S S I O N
with t h i s A D
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vasectomies—available without
cost sharing, Waligora said, which
includes deductibles, copayments
and coinsurance.
“The ACA only provides contraception for women, but we recognized that it takes two to tango
and wanted to make sure people
could get whatever their preferred
method was, even if it was actually
a vasectomy for a man,” she added.
The law also gives women
access to oral contraception for
up to 12 months at a time and
get emergency contraception

over-the-counter—without a doctor’s prescription or cost sharing—
eliminating the customary delay.
While the state law will expand
contraception coverage for some
Illinois women, it only affects
those in individual and small
group health insurance plans,
Waligora said. Companies
with more than 500 employees fund their own insurance
plans and do not have to follow
many state or federal health
care regulations, according to
ACA regulation.

SEE WOMEN, PAGE 39

5576, which provides access
State law protects women from Bill
to all 18 forms of FDA-approved
control at no cost. HB 5576,
federal birth control regulation birth
called the Illinois Contraceptive
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ALTHOUGH CHICAGO PROVIDES

assistance to South Side businesses, it may not be addressing
the real problems, according to
local business experts.
The Neighborhood Opportunity
Fund is a city initiative launched in
May 2016 that aims to assist local
business on the South, Southwest
and West sides with a grant system. Changes to city zoning laws
in 2016 allow any downtown construction project to exceed zoning
for their specific site by donating
money to the city’s fund, which is
then distributed in various neighborhoods, with 80 percent given to
local businesses.
To decide how much money will
be given, the city takes the median
cost of buildable land per square
foot and multiplies that number by

80 percent. For example, a 10,000
square-foot project with a median
$43 land cost of would cost a business $344,000 in donations.
Local experts recommend other
methods to drive business growth.
“[Business growth is] more
than just giving money,” said
Mona Pearl, adjunct professor in
the Department of Management
& Entrepreneurship at DePaul
University. “In most cases, [businesses fail] because [owners] have
no idea how to grow a business.”
The city works with communities before awarding funding
to ensure the businesses being
funded are needed in the area,
according to a May 2016 mayoral
press release. During the funding
process, these local businesses
have also been introduced to mentors inside the city government
to ensure longevity, according to
Jeffrey Levrant, owner of Homan

Grown, a wholesale perennial and
tree nursery in North Lawndale.
According to U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics records, 21.2
percent of businesses will fail in
the first year and 51.2 percent of
businesses will not survive five
years. Records also show that 82
percent of small businesses fail
because of cash flow mismanagement rather than fiscal shortfalls.
Some businesses may only need
financial assistance, but most need
guidance on business basics, Pearl

said. Twenty-three percent of
business failures are a result of
them not having the right team,
according to the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics.
Businesses will receive the
grant money after construction
is finished, according to Levrant.
Homan Grown was chosen to
receive grants to help acquire capital. The startup business will have
four employees when it opens, but
Levrant said he is confident he can
keep his business afloat.

» INFORMATION COURTESY CITY OF CHICAGO
» AMELIA DETWILER/CHRONICLE

“[The grant money is] providing
access to enough startup capital
to get [Homan Grown] going,”
Levrant said.
Mikkey’s Retro Grill, a hamburger restaurant in Hyde Park,
is planning to open another store
location because it received city
grant money.
“We definitely need the funding,” said Freeland Payne, general
manager of Mikkey’s Grill, 5319
S. Hyde Park Blvd. “We would
have been trying to open up [the
new store] maybe in 2018, closer
to 2019, but with the help of [the
fund] we should be open before
early 2018.”
Homan Grown and Mikkey’s
Grill each are slated to receive
about $80,000 in city funding. With help from the
Neighborhood Opportunity
Fund, they are much closer to
funding and completing both
their projects.
“[Getting funding is] a
difficult process, but if you’re
selected, it’s worth it. The
risk is definitely worth the
reward,” Payne said.

bmesa@columbiachronicle.com

City gives second round
of local business funding

You Year
Visual Arts, Bands, Rappers,
Comedians, Dancers, and More!

Auditions
Fri Oct 20th
3-5pm
624 S Michigan
Room 707
Wed Oct 18th
3-5pm
618 S Michigan
Stage 2

Visual Arts
Auditions and
General Questions
Email
youyearauditions
@gmail.com
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GRADUATE
SCHOOL

EVERYTHING YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE YOU APPLY
Applying to Graduate Schools takes time, resources,
and a clear vision for what you hope to do. Before
you consider applying, join us as we answer the
following questions:

IS GRAD SCHOOL FOR ME?
WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW BEFORE APPLYING?
WHAT MATERIALS DO I NEED?
HOW DO I DECIDE IF IT’S WORTH IT?
HOW CAN I FINANCE IT?
OCTOBER 17, 2017
10:00-11:00AM
CAREER CENTER
618 S. MICHIGAN
FIRST FLOOR
In partnership with the Department of Graduate Studies and the
Cultural Studies Program hosted in the Department of Humanities,
History and Social Sciences and Department of English
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Brigid Leahy, director of Public
Policy at Planned Parenthood
Illinois, said it is difficult to
judge how many Illinois women
are affected by the federal rule
because employers no longer have
to report their decision to opt out
of the ACA regulation.
“For the women who are
affected, the impact can be devastating because women rely on
birth control,” Leahy said. “It is
basic health care.”
According to the Kaiser Family
Foundation, a nonprofit that studies health care issues in the U.S., 99
percent of sexually active women
use at least one method of contraception during their life.
Leahy said more than half of
women who use birth control pills
cite a medical reason, whether it
is treating acne or endometriosis.
“[Losing] coverage has a direct
and immediate impact on women’s
health and ability to go to school or
work,” she said. “We are talking
about significant costs for women,
and [the costs] can be challenging.”

The ACLU filed a lawsuit Oct.
6 against the Trump administration because the regulation change
did not follow customary procedure. When a federal regulation
is proposed, there is a mandatory
30—60 day period for public comment. The regulation was issued
effective Oct. 6 without any public
comment. While this sometimes
happens with emergency rule
making, Waligora said this does
not qualify.
Women can take steps to determine whether the change will
affect them, Leahy said.
“What we recommend to
employees who are concerned
about this is that they contact their
employer’s HR department or
they call the plan and ask if
birth control coverage is going
to continue and express their
concerns that way,” Leahy
said. “If women do lose coverage, and they are low-income,
there are programs available
that can help them get affordable birth control, and Planned
Parenthood provides some of
those services.”
seadens@columbiachronicle.com
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Rubin Garcia (left) and his son Richie (middle) watch as Bob Long, Jr., the Fishing Program Manager of the Cultural, Arts and
Nature section of the South Shore Cultural Center, explained the anatomy of a small catfish. #ChicagoFishes was part of the
Chicago Riverwalk Oktoberfest on Oct. 13.

230 S. Wabash Ave, Chicago, IL
Near Jackson Blvd.
60604.
312-427-5580

800-421-1899

M-F : 8:30am-5:30pm
SAT: 8:30am-5pm

24 HOUR FAX
Fax: 312-427-1898
www.centralcamera.com

Additional
5% Discount
For students,
teachers and
faculty on most supplies

Offering the “gift” of photography. Photographic headquarters since 1899— Our “117th year”
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